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Background



ω Statutory requirement for Community Safety Partnerships 
ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ŀ Ψ{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ

ω Three products delivered:an interactive dashboard, slide 
set and report

ω Purpose is to assist the partnership in revising the 
Community Safety Strategy and as such it should include:

ω An analysis of the levels and patterns of crime and 
disorder and alcohol and drug misuse in the area

ω Identification of changes in those levels and why 
these have occurred

ω Views of people living and working in the area

ω Recommendations for matters which should be 
prioritised

Background & Approach

Who

What

Where

When

Why



ω Change in counting rules (2018) and more accurate reporting of Violence Against the Person offences 
(stalking and harassment) 

ω Year on year percentage changes are calculated based on crime counts rather than rates

ω A crime severity score has been calculated for each crime type to indicate its relative level of harm, as 
ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ

ω Uses crime severity weights published by ONS

ω For each crime type the following formula is applied:                                                   

ω Sum{(Severity weight * Number of offences) / (Area) mid-year population estimate}

ω There are key police sites located in Freemantle and Shirley
ω If a crime comes through these police sites and is against the state or the location is unknown, 

they may be assigned to the ward where the station sits
ω At present it is not possible to remove these incidents from spatial analysis

Methodological notes for 2021/22

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/


ω Data included in this Strategic Assessment covers the 2020/21 financial year, with data covering this 
period significantly impacted by the coronavirus pandemic and government restrictions imposed to 
limit the spread of the virus

ω Changes in police recorded crime over the last few years should be interpreted in light of coronavirus 
ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
most recent data

ω To minimise the impact of COVID on crime trends, comparisons with the current period (2021/22), 
will be made against the pre-pandemic baseline (2019/20) in most cases. However, some insight will 
be drawn from comparing 2020/21 for certain crime types, such as domestic abuse and hate crime

ω Both nationally and locally there has been a return to pre-pandemic levels and patterns of crime for 
many crime types

Coronavirus and Crime

Crime in England and Wales: year ending March 2022, Online available at: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2022

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2022
https://data.southampton.gov.uk/


Overview of Crime



Overview of Crime - Benchmarking

ω In 2021/22, Southampton had an overall crime rate of 136 crimes per 1k population

ω Southamptonaccountedfor 20% of total recorded crime across Hampshire Constabulary in 2021/22

ω Southamptonhas the highest total reported crime rate and highest crime severity amongst iQuanta comparators

Source: Home Office ςpolice recorded crime

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/


ω Between 2019/20 and 2021/22 there was a +7.4% increase in total police 
recorded crime in Southampton

ω England(+5.5%) and Hampshire Constabulary (+7.6%) also experienced 
increases in total police recorded crime during the same period

ω Theincrease in total recorded crime over recent years may not reflect a ΨǘǊǳŜΩ 
increase in crime. Recorded crime can be influenced by improved awareness of 
key issues, more people reporting crime and improvementsin recording by the 
police

ω However, it is important to highlight that historically, increases in police recorded 
crime during 2014/15 and 2015/16 for Southampton, Hampshire and several 
other police forces were largely driven by crime data integrity improvements 
following an HMICFRS audit in 2014;

ω Therefore, any non-recent changes should be interpreted in line with continual 
improvements in reporting and recording as well as changes in counting rules 
and increased awareness and reporting of certain crimes

ω Southampton experienced a +4.5% increase in the crime severity score of all 
crimes between 2019/20 and 2021/22, with Hampshire Constabulary (+8.2%) 
and England(+8.0%) also experiencing increases in severity

ω Southampton remains highest among comparators andhigher than the national 
average when considering the volume (rate) and severity of total recorded crime

Overview of Crime - Trends

Source: Home Office ςpolice recorded crime

Pandemic

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/


Overview of Crime ςCrime Mix and Severity

ω Alongside the number of offences (left chart) it is important to examine the relative severity or harm caused by a crime 
(right chart)

ω When examining the mix of all crimes, some crimes are relatively high volume, but are low harm e.g. public order offences 

ω Rapeis an example of a relatively low volume, but a high harm crime, as it accounts for 1.5% of the number of offences, 
but 26.7%in terms of relative severity (harm caused)

Public order 

offences

1.0%

Rape offences 1.5% Source: Home Office ςpolice recorded crime

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/


Indicator
2019/20 

count

2020/21 

count

2021/22 

count

2019/20 crime 

severity score

2020/21 crime 

severity score

2021/22 crime 

severity score

Percentage change 

2019/20 to 

2021/22 count

Percentage change 

2019/20 to 

2021/22 crime 

severity score

iQuanta 

CSP 

position*

Total crime* 31,889 28,239 34,254 22.92 20.50 23.94 7.4% 4.5% 1

Violent crime* 11,740 11,145 14,631 6.35 6.11 7.48 24.6% 17.8% 1

Violence with injury* 4,251 3,407 4,307 5.00 4.33 5.29 1.3% 5.8% 1

Violence without injury* 4,907 4,588 5,815 0.85 1.04 1.29 18.5% 51.8% 1

Stalking and harassment* 2,572 3,145 4,506 0.32 0.65 0.89 75.2% 178.1% 2

Malicious communications* 1,380 1,594 1,933 0.10 0.12 0.15 40.1% 50.0% 3

Most serious violence* 203 192 212 1.80 1.71 1.83 4.4% 1.7% 6

Violent crime with public place flag** 4,216 3,193 4,634 2.77 2.14 2.80 9.9% 1.1% N/A

Non-domestic violent crimes** 8,030 7,103 9,801 4.38 3.84 4.90 22.1% 11.9% N/A

Sexual offences* 1,098 950 1,332 7.54 6.48 8.46 21.3% 12.2% 1

Sexual offences - rape* 456 397 500 5.83 5.03 6.38 9.6% 9.4% 1

Sexual offences - other* 642 553 832 1.71 1.45 2.08 29.6% 21.6% 2

Crimes with domestic flag** 4,684 4,773 5,782 3.89 4.10 4.99 23.4% 28.3% N/A

Domestic violent crime** 3,825 3,928 4,735 1.77 1.87 2.05 23.8% 15.8% N/A

Theft offences * 10,431 7,687 8,461 5.69 4.72 4.96 -18.9% -12.8% 7

Burglary residential* 1,644 1,388 1,343 3.85 3.23 3.09 -18.3% -19.7% 1

Burglary non-residential* 643 473 385 0.40 0.30 0.24 -40.1% -40.0% 5

Vehicle offences* 2,318 2,067 2,118 0.70 0.51 0.65 -8.6% -7.1% 5

Robbery* 439 336 359 1.73 1.32 1.41 -18.2% -18.5% 4

Possession of weapons offences* 358 376 451 0.37 0.42 0.31 26.0% -16.2% 1

Possession of bladed implement* 180 181 208 0.05 0.05 0.06 15.6% 20.0% 1

Firearms offences* 55 73 46 0.29 0.34 0.20 -16.4% -31.0% 6

Crime involving a bladed implement** 646 605 644 1.28 1.22 1.17 -0.3% -8.6% N/A

Serious knife crime** 253 264 284 0.62 0.63 0.67 12.3% 8.1% N/A

Modern slavery* 34 50 62 0.21 0.31 0.38 82.4% 81.0% 5

Cruelty to children/young persons* 215 197 200 0.13 0.12 0.13 -7.0% 0.0% 4

Hate crime** 797 952 1,189 0.17 0.27 0.27 49.2% 58.8% N/A

Alcohol affected crime** 2,615 2,273 3,105 1.84 1.47 2.03 18.7% 10.3% N/A

Drug offences* 934 1,242 1,034 0.49 0.80 0.60 10.7% 22.4% 5

Drug affected crime** 849 1,008 1,143 0.48 0.62 0.73 34.6% 52.1% N/A

Anti-social behaviour*** 7,258 6,483 5,217 N/A N/A N/A -28.1% N/A

Criminal damage and arson* 3,237 2,863 2,985 0.25 0.28 0.22 -7.8% -12.0% 4

* The Home Office.  Off ice for National Statistics.  Crime in England and Wales - previous year f igures have been revised

** Hampshire Constabulary

*** Police.UK

Serious knife crime** - Violence against the person w here bladed implement w as used

Vehicle offences* - includes theft from a vehicle, theft of a motor vehicle and vehicle interference

Violence w ithout injury formal action taken includes stalking and harassment due to older classif ications being used

Firearms offences include possession of f irearms and other f irearms offences

Year on year decrease

Colour Key

Year on year increase

ω Between 2019/20 and 2021/22, Southampton has seen an 
increase in the volume of 22 of the 32 offence types shown in 
the table

ω Notable increases include:Violent crime (+24.6%), domestic 
violent crime (+23.8%), stalking and harassment (+75.2%), 
malicious communications (+40.1%), sexual offences 
(+21.3%), domestic flagged crimes (+23.4%), drug offences 
(+10.7%), drug affected crime (+34.6%) and hate crime 
(+49.2%)

ω Modern slavery (+82.4%) also experienced an increase over 
the last year, but numbers for these offences are relatively 
small

ω There have been declines in non-residential (-40.1%) and 
residential burglary (-18.3%), theft offences (-18.9%), robbery 
(-18.2%), vehicle offences (-8.6%)and criminal damage and 
arson (-7.8%)

ω Also declines in firearms offences (-16.4%) and cruelty to 
children/young persons (-7.0%); however, the numbers for 
these offences are relatively small and percentage changes 
should therefore be interpreted with caution

ω There has also been a declinein anti-social behaviour (-28.1%)

Sources:
* The Home Office. Police recorded crime - previous year figures have been revised
** Hampshire Constabulary
*** Police.UK
Serious knife crime** - Violence against the person where bladed implement was used
Vehicle offences* - includes theft from a vehicle, theft of a motor vehicle and vehicle interference
Firearms offences include possession of firearms and other firearms offences

Year on year increase

Year on year decrease

Overview of Crime ςChanges by Crime Type

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/


Indicator
2019/20 

count

2021/22 

count

2019/20 

crime severity 

score

2021/22 

crime severity 

score

Formal action 

taken %**

Percentage change 

2019/20 to 

2021/22 count

Percentage change 

2019/20 to 

2021/22 crime 

severity score

iQuanta 

CSP 

position

*

Overall 

priority 

rank

Total crime* 31,889 34,254 22.92 23.94 11.4% 7.4% 4.5% 1

Violent crime* 11,740 14,631 6.35 7.48 11.0% 24.6% 17.8% 1 1

Violence with injury* 4,251 4,307 5.00 5.29 13.2% 1.3% 5.8% 1 9

Violence without injury* 4,907 5,815 0.85 1.29 10.0% 18.5% 51.8% 1 7

Stalking and harassment* 2,572 4,506 0.32 0.89 6.3% 75.2% 178.1% 2 4

Malicious communications* 1,380 1,933 0.10 0.15 8.3% 40.1% 50.0% 3 14

Most serious violence* 203 212 1.80 1.83 18.5% 4.4% 1.7% 6 25

Violent crime with public place flag** 4,216 4,634 2.77 2.80 17.2% 9.9% 1.1% N/A 11

Sexual offences* 1,098 1,332 7.54 8.46 3.9% 21.3% 12.2% 1 2

Sexual offences - rape* 456 500 5.83 6.38 1.2% 9.6% 9.4% 1 6

Sexual offences - other* 642 832 1.71 2.08 5.5% 29.6% 21.6% 2 8

Crimes with domestic flag** 4,684 5,782 3.89 4.99 7.6% 23.4% 28.3% N/A 3

Domestic violent crime** 3,825 4,735 1.77 2.05 7.3% 23.8% 15.8% N/A 5

Theft offences * 10,431 8,461 5.69 4.96 6.3% -18.9% -12.8% 7 12

Burglary residential* 1,644 1,343 3.85 3.09 2.2% -18.3% -19.7% 1 10

Burglary non-residential* 643 385 0.40 0.24 12.9% -40.1% -40.0% 5 28

Vehicle offences* 2,318 2,118 0.70 0.65 1.7% -8.6% -7.1% 5 17

Robbery* 439 359 1.73 1.41 8.3% -18.2% -18.5% 4 23

Possession of weapons offences* 358 451 0.37 0.31 26.0% 26.0% -16.2% 1 19

Possession of bladed implement* 180 208 0.05 0.06 32.1% 15.6% 20.0% 1 25

Firearms offences* 55 46 0.29 0.20 28.6% -16.4% -31.0% 6 30

Crime involving a bladed implement** 646 644 1.28 1.17 17.9% -0.3% -8.6% N/A 24

Serious knife crime** 253 284 0.62 0.67 12.0% 12.3% 8.1% N/A 21

Modern slavery* 34 62 0.21 0.38 1.6% 82.4% 81.0% 5 15

Cruelty to children/young persons* 215 200 0.13 0.13 30.7% -7.0% 0.0% 4 29

Hate crime** 797 1,189 0.17 0.27 17.1% 49.2% 58.8% N/A 16

Alcohol affected crime** 2,615 3,105 1.84 2.03 25.9% 18.7% 10.3% N/A 13

Drug offences* 934 1,034 0.49 0.60 68.6% 10.7% 22.4% 5 25

Drug affected crime** 849 1,143 0.48 0.73 37.0% 34.6% 52.1% N/A 20

Anti-social behaviour*** 7,258 5,217 N/A N/A -28.1% N/A 18

Criminal damage and arson* 3,237 2,985 0.25 0.22 9.6% -7.8% -12.0% 4 22

** Hampshire Constabulary

*** Police.UK

Serious knife crime** - Violence against the person where bladed implement was used

Vehicle offences* - includes theft from a vehicle, theft of a motor vehicle and vehicle interference

Violence without injury formal action taken includes stalking and harassment due to older classifications being used

Firearms offences include possession of firearms and other firearms offences

Year on year increase

Year on year decrease

Colour Key

* The Home Office.  Office for National Statistics.  Crime in England and Wales - previous year figures have been revised

Year on year increase

Year on year decrease ω A simple score was calculated to inform crime priority 
setting based on ranks of: 
ω Crime frequency
ω Crime severity score
ω Proportion of crimes with formal action taken
ω Year on year percentage increase in crime
ω Relative position of Southampton among its 

comparator group of Community Safety 
Partnerships

ω Based on overall rank the top 3 crime priorities for the 
Partnership are:
ω Violent crime (all forms)
ω Sexual offences
ω Domestic crimes, including domestic violent 

crime

ω Violent crime, domestic crimes andsexual offences 
have consistently featured among the top priority areas 
for the last four years

ω Residential burglary featured as a priority in the 
previous assessment. However, due to declines in 
volume and severity it does not score as highly in 
2021/22

Overview of Crime ςPrioritisation Scoring

Sources:
* The Home Office. Police recorded crime - previous year figures have been revised
** Hampshire Constabulary
*** Police.UK
Serious knife crime** - Violence against the person where bladed implement was used
Vehicle offences* - includes theft from a vehicle, theft of a motor vehicle and vehicle interference
Firearms offences include possession of firearms and other firearms offences

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/


Crime Distribution



Distribution of Crime

ω At ward level, total crime rates in Bevois (239 per 
1k population) and Bargate (209 per 1k) continue to 
be significantly higher than the city average (130 
per 1k)

ω Freemantle, Shirley, Millbrook and Redbridge wards 
also have significantly higher overall crime rates 
compared to the city average

ω The map of overall crime rate by LSOA gives a more 
nuanced picture, with hotspots identified in the 
majority of Southampton wards

ω The link between crime and deprivation remains 
strong. The overall crime rate is 2.6 times higher in 
the 20% most deprived neighbourhoods in the city, 
compared to the 20% least deprived;

ω Although, this gap appears to be narrowing having been 3.7 times 
higher in 2019/20 and 3.0 times higher in 2020/21;

ω However, this does appear to be influenced by higher crime rates in 
the 20% least deprived neighbourhoods (+39.8% from 2019/20), 
rather than lower crime rates in the 20% most deprived (-2.7% from 
2019/20)

Source: Hampshire Constabulary

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/



































































































