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Methodology and Promotion I
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The main aim of the Child Friendly Southampton discovery stage was to collate both intelligence and insight across the city to provide a wider view of the children 
and young people in Southampton, and how they feel about a variety of topics. 

This engagement activity ran through Summer 2022.

The main route for feedback was our Child Friendly Southampton Baseline Survey, which was circulated across the city with a main version as well as an easy read 
version for SEND and early years. We also created some activities to get feedback on certain topics in the questionnaire. The surveys and activities were promoted 
in the following ways:

• Roadshow
• Youth groups
• Local Events (e.g. Mela Festival and SPCA Play Day)
• Social Media
• Education settings
• Digital posters
• E-bulletins
• On the website
• Emails to stakeholders and partners
• Focus Groups

We also asked and collated questions from other surveys to that ran across the city including:
• Children and Young People’s Draft Strategy Consultation (a younger version of the questionnaire was circulated to children and young people across the 

city at the end of 2021)
• Make your Mark (a poll and a questionnaire was circulated to children and young people across the city in Spring 2022)
• School Streets Survey (a survey that was conducted at selected schools in Summer 2022)

This report also outlines some of the key data intelligence figures around children and young people in the city on a variety of topics including safety, health, place 
and education. 
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Child Friendly Baseline Survey & Activities – about the respondents I

In total, we had 1338 responses from our Child Friendly Baseline Survey and Activities.

We asked these respondents a variety of demographic and profiling questions to ensure that there was a broad representation of children and 
young telling us their thoughts and views, and to understand how different children and young people feel across the city.

Gender:

Educational setting:

Ethnicity:

Age:

Location:

This information was asked in the Baseline & Easy Read Surveys This information was asked in the Baseline & Easy Read Surveys 

This information was asked in the Baseline & Easy Read Surveys 
This information was asked in the Baseline & Easy Read Surveys, 
Activity 1, Activity 2, Activity 3 and Activity 4 

Location information was asked in the Baseline 
& Easy Read Surveys, Activity 1, Activity 2, 
Activity 3 and Activity 4 

55%, 381

42%, 290

4%, 26

Female

Male

Any other gender (including non-binary,
gender fluid, transgender)

6%, 64

10%, 104

31%, 330

37%, 391

13%, 143

3%, 37

3 - 5 (Early Years)

6 - 7  (Key Stage 1)

8 - 11 (Key Stage 2)

12 - 14 (Key Stage 3)

15 - 16 (Key Stage 4)

17 - 18 (College / Sixth form)

1%, 8

14%, 98

5%, 35

8%, 53

62%, 436

10%, 73

Any other ethnic group

Asian or Asian British

Black, African, Caribbean or Black British

Mixed or multiple ethnic groups

White British

White Other

6%, 40

1%, 9

2%, 15

88%, 634

2%, 13

1%, 7

College

Home-schooled

Not in education

School

Sixth form

University

17%, 131

14%, 111

22%, 172

4%, 29

26%, 201

18%, 140

SO14

SO15

SO16

SO17

SO18

SO19



Child Friendly Baseline Survey & Activities – about the respondents I

In total, we had 1338 responses from our Child Friendly Baseline Survey and Activities.

We asked these respondents a variety of demographic and profiling questions to ensure that there was a broad representation of children and 
young telling us their thoughts and views, and to understand how different children and young people feel across the city.

Parent:

Disability:

In foster care:

Young carer:

Tenure:

Special Education Needs:

Involved in the youth offending 
service:

This information was asked in the Baseline 
& Easy Read Surveys 

This information was asked in the Baseline 
& Easy Read Surveys 

This information was asked in the Baseline 
& Easy Read Surveys 

This information was asked in the Baseline 
& Easy Read Surveys 

This information was asked in the Baseline 
& Easy Read Surveys 

This information was asked in the Baseline 
& Easy Read Surveys 

This information was asked in the Baseline 
Survey

55%, 221

23%, 94

21%, 83

1%, 6

Owns (with or without a
mortgage)

Rents from a landlord

Rents from the council or
housing association

Other

86%, 593

14%, 93

No

Yes

97%, 701

3%, 21

No

Yes

77%, 515

23%, 153

No

Yes

99%, 667

1%, 10

No

Yes

82%, 560

18%, 121

No

Yes

97%, 709

3%, 19

No

Yes
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Innovation

6The city council finds new, different and creative ways to make sure all children in the city enjoy their rights.



Innovation Badge – key findings I

For the Innovation badge, we spoke to young people about their future. We found out that:   

o When asked about what their future Southampton looks like, children and young people told us they would like the city to be safer for 

everyone, and that everyone is respectful and inclusive to everyone.

o When asked about what issues they would like Southampton City Council to address, the top commented upon theme was improving 

litter collections, supporting homelessness and reducing crime. When asked what their future Southampton looks like, children and 

young people’s comments aligned with this, with a safer and cleaner place arising as top themes.

o Almost 1 in 5 respondents told us that they find it hard to speak about their future.



Speaking out about your future I

The detail: 

Overall:

Broken down by demographics:

* Small sample size – fewer than 100 respondents
**Small sample size – fewer than 50 responses

Question: How easy do you think it is to have a say or speak out 
about the following things? Your future 

Base respondents: 506

18%

61%

Easy total

Difficult total

30%

31%

15%

12%

7%

6%

Very easy

Quite easy

Neither

Quite difficult

Very difficult

I don't talk about this

62%

65%

64%

48%

65%

82%

54%

55%

68%

66%

44%

61%

56%

62%

59%

66%

44%

65%

60%

17%

9%

13%

26%

9%

6%

17%

14%

22%

9%

22%

12%

14%

14%

16%

13%

22%

13%

15%

17%

17%

18%

26%

15%

3%

27%

21%

10%

17%

24%

22%

24%

13%

19%

15%

33%

15%

19%

5%

9%

5%

1%

10%

9%

2%

9%

0%

9%

11%

5%

6%

6%

5%

0%

7%

6%

Ethnicity:

White ethnicities

Minority ethnic groups

Tenure:

Owns (with or without a mortgage)

Rents from a landlord*

Rents from the council or housing association*

Location:

SO14**

SO15**

SO16*

SO18*

SO19*

Characteristics:

Young carer*

Disabled / health conditions*

Special education needs*

Age:

8 - 11 (Years 3 - 6)

12 - 14 (Years 7 - 9)

15 - 16 (Years 10 - 11)*

17 - 18 (Years 12 - 13)**

Gender:

Male

Female

Easy total Neither Not easy total I don't talk about this

Badge/s related: Cooperation and Leadership, Participating, Equal and Included, Innovation



Future Southampton I

Please finish this sentence: My future Southampton looks like…

Badge/s related: Innovation

82
56

30
28

27
25

22
15
15

11
10

9
8

7
6
6
6
6
6
6

5
5
5

4
4
4
4
4
4

3
3
3
3
3
3

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

6
12

30
52

Safer for everyone / less crime
Everyone is respectful to each other / inclusive / equality

Green spaces / parks
More eco-friendly / less polluted

Cleaner
A good / nice place (generally)

More places to hang out / do things for CYP
Intending to move out of Southampton

Happy
Lots of opportunities

More visually appealing / brighter
Welcoming / friendly

Less / no homeless issues
Less cars

Dirty
Fun

Children and young people are listened to / can speak out
Shops

School
More cycle paths / lanes / routes

A free / cheaper economy
Child Friendly

Personal job aspirations
Polluted
Peaceful

More zoos
More provision for public transport (e.g. bus lanes)

Home
Better and more provision for pedestrians / walking

Unsafe
The same

More modern
Sky scrapers

Ice cream
Dogs
Dull

Healthy
Flying vehciles

No COVID-19
More healthcare support (e.g. shorter waiting times)

More technology
No smoking

Mosque
Dancing

Safer drivers
Other unrelated comments

Other not so optimistic comments
Not sure

Other optimistic comments



IQuestion 5 We'd like to know if you have any issues local to Southampton that you would like us (Southampton City 
Council) to address (page 1 of 5)

*This is a free text question. The below graph shows the number of comments per comment theme. Total responses 580

88

40

32

30

21

19

19

17

16

15

13

13

13

13

Reduce dog mess/littering/fly tipping/improve litter collection

Reduce homelessness/support the homeless

Reduce crime, e.g. knife crime, violent crime (inc. in/around schools)

Measures to improve mental health & wellbeing

Reduce drug/alcohol abuse/no. drug addicts (inc. in/around schools)

Address anti-social behaviour

Address feeling of lack of personal safety/safety generally

Improve the affordability of education

Improve bin/waste collection

Measures to reduce pollution/improve air quality

Improved traffic calming/road safety measures

Improve infrastructure, e.g. roads, potholes

Reduce plastic pollution

Tackle bullying



Question 3 We want to know what topic you care about most. Using your vote (you 
only have one), select your topic by checking the box next to that topic.

I

Total responses 6,005

1485; 25%

1262; 21%

1020; 17%

986; 16%

666; 11%

328; 5%

258; 4%

Jobs, money, homes & opportunities

Health & wellbeing

Environment

Education & learning

Poverty

Rights & democracy

Covid recovery

Count; Percentage


