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CentralCentral

To support Integrated Neighbourhood health and care delivery 

and other neighbourhood working models, Southampton has 

been split into six areas. They are (mostly) made up of three 

existing electoral wards and range from around 30,000 to 

50,000 residents.

Each neighbourhood area profile has been profiled based on 

its unique composition and need*. These needs will be used to 

prioritise and inform service delivery at a local level in 

Southampton.

*Broad generalisations have been made about what makes each neighbourhood area profile 

different. There are many individual residents in each neighbourhood who do not fit the profile.
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“Transient inequality hub”

Pop: 53,459

Central

Neighbourhood area profile
“Transient inequality hub”

Pop: 53,459

Population growing fast

Significantly higher crime rates

Culturally & ethnically diverse

Health & care summary

Extreme inequality, best & worst life expectancy, highest drug 
admissions, mental health & significantly higher crime
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Southampton’s most populated neighbourhood. Central is culturally 

and ethnically diverse. The population is relatively young and well 

qualified (with a large student population) however unemployment 

is significantly higher than the city average. Crime is significantly 

higher here.

Central has some of the most deprived areas of the city. 

29% of residents here live in IMD1 (England’s most deprived 20% 

LSOAs). E01032755 in St Marys is the second most deprived 

LSOA in Southampton.

There is stark inequality within this neighbourhood, 

E01032748 (Town Quay and Ocean Village at the southern end of 

Bargate) is one of the least deprived LSOAs in Southampton. 

This inequality is also evident in the different life expectancy rates 

for the wards that make up this neighbourhood. Bargate has the 

best life expectancy for males and females in the city while Bevois 

and Banister & Polygon are among the worst.

The population here is growing fast and is forecast to 

increase by more than 9,000 (17%) by 2030 

(43% growth in the 65+ age group). 
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Discussion points
How do these insights impact priorities?

Greater ethnic and cultural diversity, highest rates in the city for non-white 
residents and English not their main language. Population largely working age as 

well as biggest city changes for wards in forecasted 65+ pop.

Greater ethnic and cultural diversity, highest rates in the city for non-white 
residents and English not their main language. Population largely working age as 

well as biggest city changes for wards in forecasted 65+ pop.

Central neighbourhood area profile’s wards 
mostly rank in the city’s top 5, if not top 3, 

for many crime rates by ward. Bargate is 1st

for all measures of crime in this table.
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mostly rank in the city’s top 5, if not top 3, 

for many crime rates by ward. Bargate is 1st

for all measures of crime in this table.

Central neighbourhood area profile’s wards are among the 
worst in the city for admissions involving drugs, Bevois has 

the worst rate in Southampton. Central neighbourhood 
area profile covers the best and worst ward falls rates.
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worst in the city for admissions involving drugs, Bevois has 

the worst rate in Southampton. Central neighbourhood 
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Significantly worse than city

Similar to city
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Significantly lower than city
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wards show a wide spread of health outcomes, with 
Bargate consistently performing better than the city 

average and Bevois showing significantly worse outcomes 
across multiple indicators.
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and Bevois) in the top 5 for overall and persistent absence at 

primary, which are also in the lowest 5 wards for good levels of 
development. Bevois and Bargate wards are in the top 5 wards 

for higher SEN and FSM %s.
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of life expectancy  in the city.
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Discussion points

Central neighbourhood area profile has the 
lowest rate of home ownership in the city (26%) 

and highest proportion private rented, more than 
half of homes here are privately rented (53%). 
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half of homes here are privately rented (53%). 

2nd most deprived Southampton 
neighbourhood (E01032755)
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Bevois ranks 2nd lowest and Banister & Polygon 4th

lowest for amount of greenspace.
Bevois ranks 2nd lowest and Banister & Polygon 4th

lowest for amount of greenspace.
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This neighbourhood area profile experiences the range of economic 
outcomes with two wards with the lowest levels of no 

qualifications/highest levels of level 4+ qualifications  but also levels of 
unemployment above the city average.
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unemployment above the city average.

IMD 2025: 

Central neighbourhood area 
profile
• 27 LSOA neighbourhood
• 7 LSOAs in 20% most deprived
• 28.5% (15,794) of residents 

within Central neighbourhood 
live in 20% most deprived 
(significantly higher than 
Southampton average 
(24.3%))
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High ethnic and cultural diversity, with significant population change ​ forecasted

• Central neighbourhood area profile has high ethnic and cultural diversity, with all 3 wards having a much higher proportion of minority ethnic residents 

than the Southampton average, with Bevois at nearly 50%. All 3 wards have the lowest percentage of households that have one or more persons 

with English as a main language.

• Central neighbourhood area profile contains the wards with the highest percentages of population change forecasted across the different age groups.

Population and demography
Central



Equal | Healthier | Safer | Greener | Growing

A mix of unemployment levels and qualifications

• Banister & Polygon has a more stable working-age population with lower levels of unemployment and residents with no qualifications.

• Bevois in contrast faces a more pronounced disadvantage, higher unemployment among those economically active and large proportion with no 

qualifications. Qualifications will be impacted by student residents in Bargate and Banister & Polygon 

Unemployment levels and qualifications
Central
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Mix of health outcomes

• Bargate shows the strongest health outcomes, with life expectancy significantly higher than the city for both males and females and lower premature 

mortality, a likely reflection of a younger population and pockets of low deprivation.

• Bevois have notable health inequalities, with premature mortality significantly worse than the city average. 

• Bargate has the highest life expectancy for both male and females, whilst Bannister & Polygon has the lowest for females, and Bevois has the lowest 

for males.

Health outcomes
Central
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Different levels of vulnerability for hospital admissions

• Hospital admissions in Bannister & Polygon are higher for drug admissions and falls in ages 65+, but lower admissions for children’s injuries.

• Bargate has the lowest rate of fall admissions, a reflection of a high student population.

• Bevois has the highest hospital admission pressures of the 3 wards, particularly in drug poisoning admissions and falls in people 65+.

Hospital admissions
Central
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Divergence in education

• Banister & Polygon demonstrates consistently stronger outcomes in education with significantly better absence and suspension rates.

• Both Bevois and Bargate show significantly higher proportions of free school meal eligibility than the city average.

Education
Central
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High levels of crime

• Crime levels are consistently above the city average across all 3 wards, particularly for theft, violent crime and anti-social behaviour, reflecting 

nightlife-related activity and location of shopping centres.

• Banister & Polygon and Bargate were significantly higher than the Southampton average for 5 out of 6 crime indicators. 

Bevois was significantly higher for 4 out of 6.

Crime
Central
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Lower levels of Adult Social Care (ASC) involvement

• All 3 wards show lower levels of adult social care involvement, however Bevois and Bargate experience higher burdens of hospital admissions due to 

drug use or falls. 

Adult Social Care
Central
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Mixed level of Children Social Care (CSC) involvement

• Children’s social care involvement is comparatively lower in Banister & Polygon and Bargate, while Bevois aligns more closely with city averages 

across children in care, children in need, and child protection plans.

Children Social Care
Central
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7 LSOAs in Central 

neighbourhood area 

profile are among the 

20% most deprived 

nationally and 2 within 

the 20% least deprived.

2nd most deprived 

Southampton 

neighbourhood 

(E01032755)

The map shows deprivation deciles by neighbourhood within the Central 

neighbourhood area profile. There is a mixed picture across the area, with 

pockets of deprivation and affluence.

28.5% (15,794) of residents 

within the Central 

neighbourhood area profile 

live within the 20% most 

deprived neighbourhoods 

nationally, which is 

significantly higher than the 

Southampton average 

(24.3%).

Deprivation
Central
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Central neighbourhood  area profile has the lowest 
rate of home ownership in the city (26%) and 

highest proportion private rented, more than half 
of homes here are privately rented (53%).

Central neighbourhood  area profile has the lowest 
rate of home ownership in the city (26%) and 

highest proportion private rented, more than half 
of homes here are privately rented (53%).

Housing tenure
Central
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