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To enable integrated neighbourhood health and care delivery, 

Southampton has been split into six localities. They are 

(mostly) made up of 3 existing electoral wards and range from 

around 30k to 50k residents.

Each locality has been profiled based on its unique 

composition and need*. These needs will be used to prioritise 

and inform service delivery at a local level in Southampton.

*Broad generalisations have been made about what makes each locality different. 

There are many individual residents in each locality who do not fit the profile.
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Culturally and ethnically diverse

North

INT locality

Pop: 47,874

North

INT locality

Pop: 47,874 Less deprived (overall) 

Inequality within the locality

Health & care summary

Generally good outcomes but specific wards are poor for 
respiratory / CVD & mental health
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Southampton’s North locality is one of the least deprived parts of 

the city, with 6.3% of residents living in IMD1 

(England’s most deprived 20% LSOAs). 

Some of the least deprived areas in England are in the west half of 

this locality (Bassett and the west half of Portswood). E01017226 

adjacent to Southampton Common is the least deprived LSOA in 

the city (one of the least deprived 10% LSOAs in England).

In contrast, most of Swaythling and the east half of Portswood is 

more deprived than the England average. This inequality is evident 

in some health and education measures.

The population here is culturally and ethnically diverse. All three 

wards that make up this locality are in the city’s top six for ethnic 

diversity (% of population that are minority ethnic groups).

The population is relatively young and is expected 

to grow by less than 1% (around 300) by 2030. 
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Discussion points
How do these insights impact priorities?

Greater ethnic and cultural diversity here, 
higher rates of non-white residents and lower 
levels of English as main language (in Bassett 
and Portswood). There is a significantly higher 

working age population.

Greater ethnic and cultural diversity here, 
higher rates of non-white residents and lower 
levels of English as main language (in Bassett 
and Portswood). There is a significantly higher 

working age population.

Significantly worse than city

Similar to city

Significantly better than city

Significantly higher than city

Similar to city

Significantly lower than city

Female life expectancy for two wards 
is better than the city average. Under 

75 mortality has Swaythling’s rate 
ranked the worst ward for respiratory 

and Portswood the 2nd worst for 
cardiovascular.

Female life expectancy for two wards 
is better than the city average. Under 
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ranked the worst ward for respiratory 

and Portswood the 2nd worst for 
cardiovascular.
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Discussion points
How do these insights impact priorities?

Significantly worse than city

Similar to city

Significantly better than city

Significantly higher than city

Similar to city

Significantly lower than city

Disparities in education outcomes are clear. Bassett holds 
some of the city’s best rates in terms of absence and 

suspensions combined (already meeting the new national 
target for end of reception good level of development). 

Swaythling is among the worst 5 wards for absence and end 
of reception good level of development.

Swaythling and Bassett are in among the 3 worst wards for 
mental health admission rates in under 18s.
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Discussion points
How do these insights impact priorities?

North locality has the second lowest 
proportion of properties owned at 47% and 
second highest proportion of private rented 

(35%) across all localities. 
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(35%) across all localities. 

IMD 2025: 
North locality 
• 27 LSOAs in this locality
• 2 LSOAs in 20% most deprived
• 6.3% (2,992) of residents within North locality in 

20% most deprived (significantly lower than 
Southampton average (24.3%))

• 7 LSOAs with 13,499 residents in the 20% least 
deprived
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Bassett has the second highest 
greenspace in the city (nearly 
30% of the ward). Swaythling

and Portswood have 
significantly less greenspace 

compared to Southampton as a 
whole.
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Population and demography

High ethnic and cultural diversity, with significant population change​ forecasted

• North locality has high ethnic and cultural diversity, with all 3 wards having a much higher proportion of minority ethnic residents (more than 1 in 4 

residents) than the Southampton average. Portswood and Swaythling have the 5th and 6th lowest percentage of households that have one or more 

persons with English as a main language.

• All 3 wards are forecasted to see a declined population change for under 16s. Swaythling is forecasted to have the highest growth in ages 65+ 

(although still lower than the city average), while Bassett is forecasted the highest growth in the working age population (16-64).
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Low unemployment levels and qualifications

• Bassett and Portswood has a more stable working-age population with lower unemployment rates and fewer residents with no qualifications.

• Swaythling has the highest proportion of residents aged 16+ with no qualifications among the 3 wards and its unemployment rate is slightly higher but 

similar to the Southampton average.

Unemployment levels and qualifications
North
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Health outcomes vary

• Bassett showed lower mortality rates and higher life expectancy, while Swaythling experiences higher mortality for respiratory and Portswood for 

cardiovascular.

• Reported poor health and disability levels are generally low in Bassett and Portswood, but notably higher in Swaythling, which also sees higher levels 

of bad/very bad health, but still better than the city average. 

• Childhood healthy weight outcomes are better in Bassett and Portswood, both showing low Year 6 obesity, whereas Swaythling has worse child 

obesity levels, making it the worst of the three on early years health.

Health outcomes
North
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Varying vulnerability to hospital admissions

• Basset and Portswood have lower drug poisoning admissions and better than the Southampton average, whilst Swaythling has higher admissions 

and similar to Southampton.

• Basset experiences a higher falls burden compared to Portswood and Swaythling and is higher than the Southampton average. A likely reflection of a 

higher population aged 65+.

• All 3 wards have significantly better hospital admissions caused by unintentional and deliberate injuries in ages 15-24 years. For ages 0-14, 

Portswood is significantly better than the Southampton average. Basset and Swaythling are statistically similar. 

Hospital admissions
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Mixed educational outcomes

• Basset and Portswood demonstrates consistently stronger outcomes in education with significantly better absence and suspension rates and 

significantly lower free school meal eligibility reflecting the lower levels of deprivation compared to Swaythling.

• Compared with Bassett and Portswood, Swaythling has higher indicators of vulnerability in education, including greater pupil absence, higher 

suspension rate and higher free school meal eligibility, alongside lower attainment results.

Education
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Lower levels of crime (overall)

• Basset ward has the lowest crime rates across almost all indicators, with only theft offences being marginally higher than Swaythling, which is the 

lowest.

• Basset and Swaythling crime levels are below the city average for all indicators, consistently in the lowest 3 wards.

• Portswood has higher rates of alcohol and anti-social behaviour crimes, and similar to the Southampton average, reflecting the impact of nightlife 

activity and a large student population.

Crime
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Lower levels of Adult Social Care (ASC) involvement

• Bassett and Swaythling show lower overall demand for adult social care and safeguarding activity than the city average.

• Portswood shows consistently higher contact rates and more residents needing care services.

Adult Social Care
North
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Mixed level of Children Social Care (CSC) involvement

• Children’s social care involvement is comparatively lower in Basset and Portswood, while Swaythling aligns more closely with city averages across 

children in care, children in need, and child protection plans.

Children Social Care
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2 LSOAs in North locality are 

among the 20% most deprived 

nationally and 7 within the 20% 

least deprived. The 3 least 

deprived LSOAs in Southampton 

are in the North locality.

The map shows deprivation deciles by LSOA within the North locality. There is 

a mixed picture across the area, with pockets of deprivation and affluence.

6.3% of residents (2,992) within 

the North locality live within the 

20% most deprived LSOAs 

nationally, which is significantly 

lower than Southampton 

average (24.3%). 

Least deprived 

Southampton 

neighbourhood 

(E01017226)

Deprivation
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North locality has the second lowest proportion of 
properties owned at 47% and second highest 

proportion private rented (35%) across all 
localities. 18% of properties in the North locality 

are social rented. 

North locality has the second lowest proportion of 
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localities. 18% of properties in the North locality 

are social rented. 

Housing tenure
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